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tee American Baptist Convention represents 6250 Baptist congregations in northern and 
western states. The membership of these congregations is about a million and a half. 


In 1950, when the Federal Council of Churches became the National Council of Churches, 
at a conference in Cleveland, Ohio, a few delegates from the American Baptist Convention voted 
to join the National Council. The pastors and members of the thousands of Baptist churches in- 
volved had no opportunity to act, or even express themselves, on this matter. They never had a 
chance to approve or reject the action. The decision of a few men at the Cleveland conference 
arbitrarily made more than one million people, in more than 6000 Baptist churches, contributing 
members of the National Council of Churches. 


0: all the 6250 Baptist congregations in the American Baptist Convention, the First Baptist 
Church, 316 East 2nd Street, Wichita, Kansas, with a membership of 4300, is the largest. Dr. F. B. 
Thorn has been pastor here since 1945. For the past several years, Dr. Thorn’s church has been con- 
tributing $33,000.00 a year to various Baptist benefactions. Of that amount, 48% has been given to 
the American Baptist Convention. Dr. Thorn says: 


“I did not approve of the American Baptist Convention’s taking us into the National Coun- 
cil, at the time; but I decided that I would just give our people a few more years of preaching 
fundamental truth from the Word of God, and prepare them for making their own decision in 
the light of what God would want them to do.” 


a months ago, a Special Study Committee, composed of ten laymen, took up the question 


of whether First Baptist should continue supporting the National Council of Churches, through 
the American Baptist Convention. 


In February, 1960, the Special Study Committee recommended that the First Baptist Church 
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withdraw financial support from the American 
Baptist Convention, “because of its affiliation with 
the National Council of Churches.” 


The Committee’s report expressed concern about 
the alleged communist-front activities of various 
officials in the National Council of Churches. It 
protested against the ecumenical movement of the 
National Council (which, in essence, is an effort 
to eliminate major doctrinal differences and to 
amalgamate all Christian churches into a kind of 
one-world religious organization) ; and it specifi- 
cally criticized the National Council for advocat- 
ing American diplomatic recognition of Red 
China. 


The Board of Deacons of First Baptist approved 
this Committee Report and recommendation, by 
a vote of 32 to 7. 


0. Wednesday night, March 2, 1960, this sub- 
ject was discussed with the congregation. Al- 
though one of the worst snow storms on record 
was raging, more than 1200 persons came to 
church that night. Both sides were represented. 
Dr. Edwin H. Tuller, Secretary of the American 
Baptist Convention, told the congregation why it 
should not withdraw its support of National 
Council activities. After everyone else had had his 
say, Dr. Thorn, the pastor, stood before the con- 
gregation and said: 

“I have here in my hand the one Book which 
has always been fully adequate for guidance and 
inspiration in this church. I don’t think we'll 
ever need any more, and I don’t think we could 
do with any less, than is here. Here in this Book 
are all the reasons and justifications we need for 
withholding support from the American Baptist 


Convention and the National Council of 
Churches.” 


D. Thorn held up the New Testament; and the 
congregation, contrary to the custom of Baptists 
in a sanctuary, applauded wildly. 


On Wednesday night, March 9, 1960, the ques- 
tion was put to the congregation for a vote. By a 
vote of 1171 to 235, the members of the First 
Baptist Church, Wichita, Kansas, decided to 
withhold all financial support from the American 


Baptist Convention as long as it is affiliated with 
the National Council of Churches. The amount of 
money involved is 48% of $33,000.00. 


Thorn says: 


“I am getting communications from Christians 
in every part of this nation, congratulating us 
and thanking God for the action we took. Mil- 
lions of American Christians are deeply dis- 
turbed because they realize that the influence of 
the National Council of Churches is having the 
effect of removing Christ from Christian churches 
and converting them into modernist, left-wing 
political-agitation centers. Christians want to 
save their churches from this influence. They 
regard our action here as a ray of light in the 
darkness, a beacon that may show others the road 
to take.” 


.. «IN EDUCATION 


The February 22, 1960, issue of this Report pre- 
sented a review of McGuffey’s Readers (7 books, 
from the Primer through the Sixth Reader) which 
were in general use in the primary schools of 
America during almost half of the nineteenth cen- 


tury. We said: 


“ ‘Work’ is a repeated refrain throughout Mc- 
Guffey’s Readers! . . . Progress had not yet come 
to education in America .. . . There was no con- 
cern about the ‘civil rights’ of little pagans whose 
parents did not want them exposed to notions 
about love of God and loyalty to country. 


“There was, simply, a heavy exposure to the 
richness of our language, to the cultural heritage 
of the race, to the moral code which their civili- 
zation had produced, to the magnificence and 
mysteries of nature, to reminders that God is the 
source of all beauty, strength, and love. 

“No ‘projects’ or ‘field trips’ or ‘workshops’ in 
‘how to apply makeup’ and ‘how to behave on a 
date’ and ‘how to answer the telephone’! Just 
reading and writing and endless drill in Punctua- 
tion, Articulation, Accent, and Inflection! .. . 


“Educators of the McGuffey era . . . . obviously 
cared not a fig about any fixations of the libido or 
other traumatic experiences which might be 
caused in a fifth grade student subjected to the 
discipline of study .... 
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“A comparison of McGuffey’s Readers with the 
textbooks and subject matter offered children in 
schools today gives staggering proof of the de- 
generation of public education in America.” 


‘.... our review, we have learned about two 
schools which are already using McGuffey’s Read- 
ers as basic texts. 


One of the schools is the Saint Matthew Luth- 
eran School, 4430 St. James Street, Detroit, Michi- 
gan. The Reverend Cameron A. MacKenzie is 
pastor of the Saint Matthew Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod (4973 Cabot Avenue, Detroit) 
and superintendent of the school, where his wife 
teaches. 


M... MacKenzie, in correspondence with us, 
says: 


“I am delighted beyond all measure to see the 
article devoted to the McGuffey Readers. In our 
Lutheran Christian Day School, we began using 
them this year in Grades One through Eight. Our 
wonderful lower-grade teacher lifted our little 
ones from the stultifying boredom of Dick and 
Jane to the McGuffey Second Reader, which was 
no mean feat in itself, if you are familiar with 
the vocabulary of both series. 


“We are thrilled with the advance in reading 
attainment at all levels. In the upper grades, 
which I teach, the material is inspiring and ex- 
tremely pertinent to the teaching of real Ameri- 
can philosophy. It is an invaluable help to our 
children in vocabulary, and in learning Christian 
virtues. 


“I have thrown out all the inane work-books 
that the children were using; and we have gone 
back to writing answers in note-books, writing 
compositions, learning real structural English 
(from a very old text-book which we are mimeo- 
graphing) and, of course, using McGuffey. 


“For the first time in many years, the children 
really enjoy reading, and our parents are very 
much pleased also. 


“Our school is our own Lutheran parochial 
school, and we thank God every day of our lives 
for it. Each day, I ask God for the strength to 
do the right thing on that day; and then I plunge 
in. 


“The Detroit News got wind of our using the 
readers and sent a reporter to interview my hus- 
band. The reporter was completely amazed at 
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what the children read to him, and the manner 
in which they read it.” 


| story of the Saint Matthew Lutheran School 
was published in The Detroit News on March 13, 
1960, under the headline: “McGuffey Tries a 
Comeback: Detroit School Uses Old Readers to 
Learn Words, Morals.’”’ Here are some of the re- 
porter’s comments: 


“The Reverend Cameron A. MacKenzie is 
teething lower grades at his school on the big 
words and hard and fast morals found in the 
McGuffey books. In so doing, he is going con- 
trary to the modern trend of public educators. . . . 


“There is a vast difference. between the (Mc- 
Guffey) readers and the simple texts used today 
in most elementary schools. Instead of using spe- 
cially written stories, with a simple vocabulary, 
McGuffey’s used excerpts of books very nearly in 
their original form. Many poems are included. 


“As a result, a McGuffey’s fourth reader, for 
nine-year-olds, offers such words as impetuously, 
declivity, translucent, aromatic, pliable, precep- 
tor, alacrity, ludicrous, intrusively, impertinent, 
vehemence, felonious, subtle; pendulous, and 
proboscis.” 


The Detroit News reporter quoted Pastor Mac- 
Kenzie as saying: 


“We firmly believe in teaching reading by 
phonics, and McGuffey’s is based entirely on 
phonics. 


“There are other advantages, too, since each 
book has a review of punctuation and directions 
for ‘articulation’ and oral reading. Children ac- 
quire a much larger vocabulary faster and are 
introduced to classical reading much sooner... . 


“One of the most important assets of McGuf- 
fey’s is that they teach the old virtues: honesty, 
perseverance, obedience, respect, thrift, cleanli- 
ness, and manliness. They are also a treasury of 
American culture... . 


“I know the children like these books from 
observing my own son and daughter, first and 
fourth graders, who have shown more interest in 
reading than ever before. I believe we will not 


only be: able to teach the children to read well, 
but to love good books too.” 


Another school which uses the McGuffey’s 
Readers as basic texts is the 3R Schools, 3833 Red- 


@- 


wood Highway, San Rafael, California. 


a W. Kirchanski (age 39), founder and 
director of the 3R schools, is an immigrant from 
Yugoslavia who served as a paratroop sergeant 
with the United States Army in World War Two. 


In 1954, he was fired from a job as Fifth Grade 
teacher in a public school near San Francisco, be- 
cause of “disagreement on educational philoso- 
phy.” Mr. Kirchanski believes that learning is a 
serious business which requires discipline and hard 
work, (‘toughness without nastiness,”) in the 
basics — reading, writing, and arithmetic. He be- 
lieves in concentrated academic activity for pri- 
mary and secondary grade students, with no frill 
courses to waste their time and their parents’ 
money; and he thinks that instruction should have 
moral content and should give the students a 
wholesome diet of the old American virtues, such 
as, self-reliance, industry, love of country, and 
pride in individual achievement, along with “an 
understanding and appreciation of the historical 
wonder that is American capitalism.” 


When he was fired from the public schools for 
having such notions, Mr. Kirchanski opened a 
summer school for youngsters in his home. He 
quickly outgrew those quarters. By September, 
1957, his school was offering a full term as a day 
school with classes for kindergarten through the 
twelfth grade. By the fall of 1959, Kirchanski’s 
3R School has moved into its own 10-classroom 
building in San Rafael. 


H.-. are some passages from the 3R Schools’ 
prospectus: 


“The 3R Schools . . . purpose . . . is to produce 
young adults: capable of clear thinking and 
reasoning; capable of reading, writing, speaking, 
and spelling the English language efficiently; ed- 
ucated to a love and understanding of their cul- 
tural heritage, and trained to play their parts in 
preserving and furthering it... . 


“To grow, the student must be challenged. We 
challenge our students. Our teachers do not 
psycho-analyze, pamper, or entertain. They 
teach.... 


“Neatness, accuracy, and thoroughness in all 
work are demanded of the student. All scores of 
achievement and intelligence tests are reported 
immediately to the parents and explained fully 
to them.” 


“The 3R Schools is a business, supporting a 
number of competent and, consequently, well 
paid people and maintaining the best physical 
facilities possible. Because of this, we know that 
we must get results for the pupil and parents or 
lose money.” 


> N. Heath, Principal and General Man- 
ager of the 3R Schools has the same attitude 
toward the McGuffey’s Readers as Pastor Mac- 
Kenzie of the Saint Matthew Lutheran School in 
Detroit. Mr. Heath, in a letter to me on March 7, 
1960, said: 


“Several months ago, we received nationwide 
publicity about our school and its use of the 
McGuffey Readers and of Webster’s ‘Old Blue 
Back’ Speller. As a result, we have been swamped 
with mail from all over the United States, and 
from Canada, too. Much of this correspondence 
requests Our going into a community and setting 
up a functional school such as ours, complete 
with our curriculum. 


“Without foundation support (which we do 
not want) the problem of expanding nation- 
wide, or even state-wide, is almost insurmount- 
able; but we are growing by leaps and bounds in 
San Rafael, and already have planned to add 
another building to our present campus. At pres- 
ent, we are renting quarters in Berkeley and have 
the start of another school in progress.” 


D. not forget that parents who pay tuition for 
their children in the 3R Schools still pay the com- 
pulsory school tax to support public schools in 
their district (and pay federal income tax to pro- 
vide ‘federal aid’ to public schools throughout the 
nation), although they withdrew their own chil- 
dren from public schools, because of the inade- 
quacy of those schools. 


Surely, the Saint Matthew Lutheran School in 
Detroit, Michigan, and the 3R Schools in San 
Rafael, California, reveal the answer to our nation- 
wide ‘‘school problem.” 
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What if just one state governor (particularly 
in the old south, where the forced integration issue 
has stirred up intense bitterness) had the wisdom 
and courage to advocate closing all compulsory, 
tax-supported public (that is, government) 
schools, and selling their properties to private in- 
terests — and withdrawing the state government 
completely from the education business! 


This would solve the school problems, includ- 
ing the problem of racial segregation — wherever 
agitation has made a problem of that issue. 


Some parents would want their children to at- 
tend parochial schools, where they would receive 
the particular kind of Christian, or other religious, 
training that the parents desire. Others would want 
their children to attend non-sectarian schools, like 
the 3R Schools in San Rafael. Some might want 
their children in ‘progressive’ schools. Others 
would want schools which offered no expensive 
frills but stuck to the basic disciplines of learning. 


There would be competition among schools: if 
parents did not like one school, they could send 
their children to another. School administrators 
would strive to please the parents who provided 
the children and the money for the schools. 


The problem of teachers’ salaries would be 
solved too. Effective teachers would be in great de- 
mand. Ineffective teachers (instead of getting just 
as much money as the good ones get, as they now 
do in public schools) would have to take some 
other kind of work, or be content with the low 
salaries they deserved. 


a about children whose parents could not 
or would not pay tuition to send them to private 
schools? In every society there will always be a 
few parents who are so strange that they do not 
want their children to get an education; but in 
America, these have always been very few in num- 
ber. Law and compulsory schools will not elimi- 
nate them — or their influence. The simple truth 
is that if America would abandon compulsory, 
tax-supported schools and return to our former 


system of private and parochial schools, we would 
provide infinitely better education for more of our 
young than we are now providing, and at a small 
fraction of the present over-all cost. 


B.: what about those families who ‘could not’ 
afford the expense of private schooling for their 
children? I am confident that the Missouri Synod 
of the Lutheran Church has never denied school- 
ing to one of the children of its church, regardless 
of the finances of the child’s family. The Catholics 
have also ‘taken care of their own’ in matters of 
education, as have many independent church 
groups which have built schools along with their 
churches. 


Many laymen in the large denominational Prot- 
estant churches have been asking themselves why 
their own churches have overlooked elementary 
education, if they can build colleges and universi- 
ties. 


Woat effect would ‘freedom of choice’ in edu- 
cation have on juvenile delinquency ? 


What effect has compulsory education had on 
the moral fiber of our young people? The more 
laws we pass to cram education down the throats 
of our youth, the less interest they seem to have. 
Juvenile delinquency has grown in proportion 
with our school budgets and our school buildings. 
It isn’t a far-fetched idea to assume that if ‘educa- 
tion’ were a little more difficult to obtain, it might 
be more highly valued by many of the very young- 
sters today who view its availability with such 


distaste. 


IN THE FLUORIDATION 
PROBLEM 


, on months ago, in the city of Yakima, 
Washington, a Citizens’ Committee for Fluorida- 
tion was formed to persuade citizens to accept 
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fluoridation of the public water supply. The Com- 
mittee had powerful backing, including the Parent 
Teachers Associations, the Yakima County Dental 
Association, the Yakima County Medical Society, 
the Yakima and East Klickitat Counties Labor 
Council, several clubs and other organizations. 


As usual, the proponents of compulsory fluori- 
dation ignored the warnings made, and evidence 
produced, by some of the most outstanding medi- 
cal scientists and water engineers of our time — 
evidence that sodium fluoride is a cumulative 
poison which can produce terribly harmful effects; 
evidence that it may even do more harm than good 
to teeth; evidence that water engineers cannot 
guarantee an even and safe distribution of fluoride 
through a public water system. 


About 99.75% of all water used from a public 
water supply is used for fire fighting, street wash- 
ing, industrial purposes, and for such home usage 
as bathing, dishwashing, laundry, flushing toilets, 
watering lawns and gardens, and so on. In other 
words, for every $30,000 (this was an estimated 
cost figure in Yakima) which a city spends to 
fluoridate the public water supply, less than $75 
worth will ever reach the mouths of children. Yet 
the proponents of fluoridation argued that putting 
fluorides in the water system is ‘‘the most efficient” 
means of dosing the children. 


The proponents of fluoridation scoffed at argu- 
ments that it is wrong to force fluoridation on the 
whole population, although it is universally known 
that anyone who wants his children to have sodium 
fluoride can voluntarily provide it, in carefully 
controlled dosage, at a very insignificant cost. 


In short, the arguments of the Citizens Commit- 
tee for Fluoridation boiled down to this: we are 
learned people who know that fluoridation is 
good; and everyone against it is a crackpot; so, 
listen to your betters and vote for fluoridation. 


But people in Yakima didn’t do that. A Citi- 
zens Committee Opposed to Fluoridation was also 
formed; and the controversy raged for many 
weeks. 


The local paper—the Yakima Morning Herald 
—was in favor of compulsory fluoridation; but 
did, nonetheless, a good and impartial job of re- 
porting both sides. Letters-to-the-editor (which the 
paper published) ran about 6 to 1 against com- 
pulsory fluoridation. Practically all of these letters 
made specific arguments against fluoridation. The 
letters in favor of fluoridation generally said that 
doctors and dentists know best and that the people 
should, therefore, follow their recommendation; 
or, they made fun of the people who were opposed 
to fluoridation. 


The question went to a vote of the people of 
Yakima on March 8, 1960. The vote: 6148 against 
compulsory fluoridation; 1797 for it. 


ractically everyone opposed to fluoridation 
realizes that, constitutionally, this is not a question 
that should ever be decided at the polls: in fact, 
it is a question that should never even be con- 
sidered by a public body. The decision as to 
whether one should have sodium fluoride in his 
drinking water is a private decision, which an in- 
dividual should make for himself, with medical 
advice. It is no more the business of a public body, 
or of a majority of voters, to order fluoridation of 
water than it would be for them to decide that an 
individual should take a shot of penicillin. 


The proponents of fluoridation are, however, a 
powerful, nationwide lobby, with the support (of 
course) of the U. S. Public Health Service. They 
have been trying to force compulsory fluoridation 
on unwilling people in cities throughout the 
union. If they can’t get a municipal government to 
fluoridate the water supply, without submitting 
the question to a vote of the people, they generally 
hammer at the issue until they force an election. 


| Washington, is one of 1200 cities which 
have rejected fluoridation at the polls — after 
citizens, who were about to become the victims, 
became sufficiently interested to inform and ex- 
press themselves. 


* 
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IN POLITICS 


[. reporting on the current political campaign 
of Evetts Haley, Jr. (for election to the Texas 
House of Representatives — the March 7, 1960, 
issue of this Report), I pointed out that young 
candidates with platforms based squarely and 
honestly on American constitutional principles are 
entering political races all over the nation this 
year. I urged voters in every district to find out 
about these men and give the good ones maximum 
support — because, if such men start winning 
elections, their victories will encourage others and 
put us on the road toward political action to re- 
store the American constitutional republic; but I 
admitted that I do not have the facilities to inves- 
tigate, or even the space to list, all such candidates. 


It is risky for me to recommend a political can- 
didate solely on the basis of his campaign litera- 
ture; but one (whom I have met briefly) has a 
platform so excellent that he must be mentioned: 
Robert F. Clifton, Republican candidate for elec- 
tion to the United States Congress from the 22nd 
Congressional District of California (headquar- 
ters address: 23019 Ventura Blvd., Woodland 
Hills, California). 


Here is Mr. Clifton’s platform, as printed on his 
letterhead: 


“Repeal income tax; elimination of foreign 
aid; limited Constitutional government; a return 
to decent government, as opposed to socialism; 
government by law, not by men.” 


M.. Clifton’s campaign materials include pam- 
phlets exposing the dangerous dishonesty of social- 
ized power projects like TVA, leaflets which show 
that the federal income tax can be repealed. They 
also include an “agreement” which Mr. Clifton 
signs and offers as his pledge to any one who will 
vote for him. The Agreement reads: 


“In consideration of your vote, I, Robert F. 
Clifton, if elected to Congress from the 22nd 
District, promise the following: 


“1. To do everything in my power to further 
the passage of the 23rd Amendment (which would 
repeal the 16th, or Income Tax, Amendment and 
compel the federal government to abandon all 
unconstitutional business activities in competition 
with its own citizens). 


“2. To introduce upon the floor of the House 
a bill which will read: “Treaties made under the 
authority of the United States, and international 
agreements entered into by the President or any 
other officer or agency of the United States, shall 
be void to the extent that they abridge, abrogate, 
nullify, subordinate, or interfere with any and 


WHO IS DAN SMOOT? 


Dan Smoot was born in Missouri. Reared in Texas, he attended SMU in Dallas, taking BA and MA degrees 


from that university in 1938 and 1940. 


In 1941, he joined the faculty at Harvard as a Teaching Fellow in English, doing graduate work for the de- 
gree of Doctor of Philosophy in the field of American Civilization. 


In 1942, he took leave of absence from Harvard in order to join the FBI. At the close of the war, he stayed 


in the FBI, rather than return to Harvard. 


He served as an FBI Agent in all parts of the nation, handling all kinds of assignments. But for three and a 
half years, he worked exclusively on communist investigations in the industrial midwest. For two years following 
that, he was on FBI headquarters staff in Washington, as an Administrative Assistant to J]. Edgar Hoover. 

After nine and a half years in the FBI, Smoot resigned to help start the Facts Forum movement in Dallas. As 
the radio and television commentator for Facts Forum, Smoot, for almost four years spoke to a national audience 


giving both sides of great controversial issues. 


In July, 1955, he resigned and started his own independent program, in order to give only one side — the 
side that uses fundamental American principles as a yardstick for measuring all important issues. 

If you believe that Dan Smoot is providing effective tools for those who want to think and talk and write on 
the side of freedom, you can help immensely by subscribing, and encouraging others to subscribe, to The Dan 


Smoot Report. 
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